106                     THE   SEVEN   DEADLY   SINS

In this controversy, a quarrel of mighty import from
the seventeenth century point of view, but a mere
tempest in a teacup from ours, the Seven Deadly Sins
take their final leave of English literature. For more
than six centuries we find them a living and vitalising
force in the intellect of our nation, stirring the ima-
gination and arousing the conscience of poet, preacher
and playwright alike. The essential verity of their
idea neither the subtleties of the theologians nor the
criticisms of the philosophers could obscure or gainsay.
If they have gone from literature, they have not gone
from life : still they lurk like foul vampires in its caverns
and its darkened forests, still in their moments of daring
and of strength we may behold them dancing their old
and hideous dance.
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